
 
 

 

Beijing Set to Become World’s Largest Travel & Tourism City Destination Says 

WTTC  

Cities Economic Impact Report analysed 82 cities around the world including four major 

Chinese metropolises 

London, UK: Research by the World Travel & Tourism Council (WTTC) has revealed that 
within the next decade, Beijing will overtake Paris to become the world’s largest Travel & 
Tourism city destination.  
 

The report, sponsored by Visa and researched in partnership with Oxford Economics, ana-
lysed key indicators such as Travel & Tourism’s contribution to GDP, employment and trav-
eller spend.  
 
But while long term the outlook for a number of Chinese cities looks positive, prolonged 
travel restrictions and border closures slowed down the recovery in the short term.  
 
WTTC studied the impact of the Travel & Tourism sector in four major cities across China; 
Beijing, Chengdu, Guangzhou, and Shanghai and found a mixed picture across the four city 
destinations.  
 
In all four cities the sector’s GDP contribution last year almost fully recovered back to 2019 
levels.  
 
The GDP contribution from the sector to Beijing and Chengdu’s economy in 2022 was just 
4% and 2% below 2019 levels respectively ($34BN and $5.4BN), compared to $31BN and 
$5.5BN.  
 
Last year, the Travel & Tourism’s GDP contribution in Guangzhou and Shanghai was around 
7% below 2019 levels. In Guangzhou the sector contributed $13.2BN in 2022 compared to 
$14.1BN pre-pandemic, while in Shanghai, the sector contributed $29.7BN compared to 
$31.5BN in 2019.  
 
Julia Simpson, WTTC President & CEO, said: “China has long been a world-favourite holiday 
destination and after more than two years of disruption, it’s great to see tourists heading 
back. Tourists provide a massive boost to both the economy and job creation.  
 

http://www.wttc.org/


“It is crucial that the national and local governments continue to recognise the importance 
of Travel & Tourism for the local and national economies, jobs and businesses.”  
 
Jobs on the rise  
 
In 2019, there were 1.35MN people employed by the Travel & Tourism sector in Beijing. But 
in 2020 this figure dropped to 1.16MN (-15%). In 2021, employment grew by more than 5% 
and is expected to have grown a further 4% in 2022 to reach 1.27MN jobs.  
 
In the other three cities, it’s a similar picture.  
 
Before the pandemic, there were 1.32MN Travel & Tourism jobs in Shanghai, but this num-
ber fell to 1.13MN in 2020 (-14%). A 10% rise in 2021 saw the number increase to 1.25MN 
and it was predicted to see a slight increase to 1.26MN in 2022.  
 
In Guangzhou there were just over 603,000 jobs in 2019 but this dropped by 23% to just 
over 464,000. A slight 4% rise in 2021 saw jobs increase to just under 481,000 and WTTC is 
expecting a 16.5% increase in 2022 to bring the total jobs to over 560,000.  
 
Chengdu is seeing an even stronger return to pre-pandemic levels. In 2019 there were 
336,000 jobs in the city which dropped by 12% to just under 297,000 in 2020. The following 
year saw a small 5% increase to 311,000 jobs and last year the global tourism body is pre-
dicting a 6% increase to 329,500 jobs – just 2% below pre-pandemic levels.  
 
Visitor spend struggles as borders have remained closed  
 
Due to the prolonged border closures imposed by the government, international visitor 
spend is taking longer to recover than in other countries around the world.  
 
But light is at the end of the tunnel. Whilst international visitor spend is still on average 53% 
lower in 2022 than it was in 2019, all of the cities analysed are showing modest year-on-year 
increases.  
 
International visitor spend in Beijing is just 41% what it was in 2019, with visitors spending a 
predicted $5BN in 2022 compared to $12.1BN in 2019. In Chengdu, international visitor 
spend is performing better than the capital with recovery at 61% of 2019 levels. Travellers 
spent $1.5BN in Chengdu in 2022 compared to $2.5BN in 2019.   
 
Both Shanghai and Guangzhou have seen international visitor spend drop to 44% of 2019 
levels. In Shanghai it went from $11.9BN before the pandemic to $5.2BN in 2022, while in 
Guangzhou it went from $4.3BN in 2019 to $1.9BN in 2022. 
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For further information please contact the WTTC Press Office at press.office@wttc.org   
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To access the Cities Economic Impact Report, sponsored by Visa, please visit wttc.org  

 

https://research.wttc.org/cities-economic-impact

